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worst enemy.44 The interactive-system explanations attempt to illustrate that both capitalism 
and patriarchy are equal contributors to women’s oppression; they are interdependent. These 
feminists use terms such as capitalist patriarchy or patriarchal capitalism.45

Postmodern Feminism
Postmodern feminism is a more contemporary intellectual movement that has been 
modified and adapted by feminist theory. This perspective rejects the traditional assump-
tions about truth and reality; the emphasis is more on the plurality, diversity, and mul-
tiplicity of women as distinct from men.46 Tong argues that the relationship between 
postmodernists and feminists is “uneasy.”47 For instance, similar to all postmodernists, 
postmodern feminists reject ideas centered on an absolute world that is “male” in style 
(e.g., phallogocentric). They also reject any attempts to provide a single explanation or 
steps women must take to achieve liberation (i.e., a feminist “to-do list”). Those who 
identify themselves as postmodern feminists “invite each woman who reflects on their 
writings to become the kind of feminist she wants to be. There is, in their estimation, no 
single formula for being a ‘good feminist.’”48

However, this emphasis on diversity, and “no single formula for being a ‘good feminist,’” 
poses dilemmas for feminists:

The emphasis on diversity in postmodernism, however, ignores the need for 
political entities . . . that can pursue collective political action on women’s issues. 
If one calls for unity among women, one assumes that women are an entity that 
has “essentially” the same interests. . . . Thus, the marriage between postmodern-
ism and feminism poses a threat to the political agenda of feminists.49

One suggested approach to addressing this dilemma is to adopt a stance of “positional-
ity” or “both/and.” An individual does not need to choose between the postmodern focus 
on multiplicity and feminist politics. Rather, when a person is engaged in politics, he 
or she can act as though women (or African-
Americans or poor people) are a group united 
around a similar cause or purpose. In other situ-
ations, however, that person realizes and appre-
ciates women’s (or other groups’) diversity.50

Additional Feminist 
Perspectives
Additional feminist perspectives include eco-
feminism as well as global and postcolonial 
feminism. Ecofeminism was developed around 
the 1980s to examine relations between envi-
ronmental issues and women’s issues. It sprang 
from the growing global environmental crisis. 
Ecofeminists perceive domination—of women, 
minority groups, animals, and the Earth—as 
the essential problem rather than patriarchy.51 
This perspective, however, contains many vari-
eties, such as nature ecofeminism, radical-cul-
tural ecofeminism, and spiritual ecofeminism.52

Global and postcolonial feminism emerged in 
the mid-1970s. This is an international women’s 
movement founded in the commonalities 

postmodern 
feminism: a perspective 
that says women as 
a group cannot be 
understood, even by other 
women, because every 
person’s experience is 
unique; therefore, there 
is no need to measure 
or research such 
experiences.

1. __________ feminism has also been termed mainstream
feminism.

2. According to the __________ feminist perspective, gender
is a system of male dominance, and women’s biology is the
main cause of patriarchy.

3. Some have maintained that there are two types of radical
feminism: __________ and __________.

4. The __________ feminist perspective views class relations
as primary and gender relations as secondary.

5. The __________ feminist perspective rejects the traditional
assumptions about truth and reality and emphasizes the
plurality, diversity, and multiplicity of women as distinct from
men.
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